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Calendar
February 2018
1 - Planning Commission City Hall at 12:00 p.m.
6 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
7 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
14 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
15 - Planning Commission City Hall at noon
20 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
21 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
28 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste

March 2018
1 - Planning Commission City Hall at 12:00 p.m.
2 - Sam Houston Birthday Celebration—
Begins at 8:15 a.m.
6 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
7 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
14 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
15 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
20 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
21 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
28 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
30 - City Offices will be closed for Good Friday

Submit requests for Heavy Trash pick-up
before noon on Wednesday,
the week prior to pick-up,
at 294-5796.

Learn more about
City events at
www.huntsvilletx.gov

Texas Independence Day &
General Sam Houston’s Birthday
Full day of festivities
& baptism planned
It’s that time of year again - time to
celebrate Texas Independence Day and
General Sam Houston’s birthday.
The Walker County Historical Commission, Sam Houston Memorial Museum,
and Sam Houston Statue and Visitor
Center invite everyone to join in the 37th
annual celebration on Friday, March 2.
The festivities will begin with a reception from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. at the
Walker County Gibbs-Powell House Museum, 1228 11th Street.
A formal ceremony will be held at 11
a.m. at Sam Houston’s grave at
Oakwood Cemetery, located at Avenue I
and 9th Street. During the event, a special Baptized Texan ceremony will be
held, which has a $15 fee that will include a t-shirt, miniature statue of Sam
Houston, and a certificate. Registration
for becoming a Texan is due by February
12.
Following the festivities, a luncheon
will be held at 12:30 p.m. at W.S. Gibbs
Conference Hall, Katy & E. Don Walker,
Sr. Education Center, located at 1402
19th Street. The luncheon fee is $20
and must be paid by February 23.
The birthday events will wrap up with a
Toast to Texas and birthday cake at 2
p.m. at the Sam Houston Statue and
Visitors Center, 7600 Highway 75 South.
The tradition of celebrating March 2 in
Huntsville stems from 1889, when students from the Sam Houston Normal
Institute would march to General Sam
Houston’s grave.
“This annual event continued until
around 1971. It was almost always done
by the student body at Sam Houston and
several times the Governor attended,”

said James Patton of the Walker County
Historical Commission. “There was a big
celebration in 1936 and again in 1986
for the 150th anniversary of Texas, and
another big event in 1993 for the 200th
occasion of General Sam Houston’s
birthday. It has grown over the years and
many of the descendants of General and
Margaret L. Houston attend each year. It
is always a fun day!”
In 1981, the Walker County Historical
Commission began sponsoring March
2 events through a program called Texas
Heritage Days. In the last couple of
years, students from Sam Houston State
University, with the help of the ROTC and
the History Department, have continued
the tradition of marching to Sam
Houston’s grave.
For more information, contact Jamie
Matthews at 936-291-5931 or
at jmatthews@HuntsvilleTx.gov. Mail
payment to 7600 Highway 75 South,
Huntsville, Texas 77340.
Details and rain information will be
posted to www.walkercountyhistory.org,
www.samhoustonmemorialmuseum.com
or www.HuntsvilleTexas.com, which also
features a list of hotels in Huntsville for
overnight accommodations.
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Area youth can compete in MLB program for FREE
The City of Huntsville Parks and Leisure Department will host a free Scotts® Major League
Baseball® Pitch Hit & Run™ and MLB® Jr. Home
Run Derby Competition for boys and girls, ages
7 to 14, Saturday, March 3rd, at Kate Barr Ross
Park. Registration will begin at 9 a.m. with competitions starting at 10 a.m.
“The Pitch Hit & Run™ is a grassroots program
designed to provide youngsters with an opportunity to participate, free of charge, in a competition that recognizes individual excellence in
core baseball and softball skills,” said Parks Administrative Coordinator Penny Joiner. “The Jr.
Home Run Derby is a fun and exciting competition and a way for talented youngsters to showcase their hitting abilities, with a chance at participating at the National Finals during MLB® AllStar Week™.”
Joiner explained more about Pitch Hit &
Run™, noting that boys and girls are divided into
four age divisions with the chance to advance
through four levels of competition, including
Team Championships at Major League ballparks

and the National Finals
during the 2018 MLB®
All-Star Week™.
Jr. Home Run Derby™ is
divided into two age
divisions with a chance
to advance through
three levels of competition. The local champions from both age divisions will advance to the
Regional level, and Regional Champions will advance to the National
Finals.
All participants must bring a copy of their
birth certificate and have their parents or
guardian fill out a registration/waiver form prior
to the start of the competition. Register online
at www.pitchhitrun.com for the Pitch Hit &
Run™ competition and www.m.mlb.com/juniorhomerun-derby for the Jr. Home Run Derby™
competition. For more details, contact Penny
Joiner at (936) 294-5708.

Stay
informed!
Can’t attend in person?
Catch the Council meeting
LIVE on Facebook.

Miss a meeting during the
last few months? Not a
problem! The City archives
City Council meetings for a
full year.
Just visit the City’s Web
site, www.HuntsvilleTX.gov,
and click on “Live and Archived Meetings” on the
left-hand side of the page.

Poe named Deputy City Secretary, settling in to job
The City of Huntsville welcomed Brenda
Poe to the office of Deputy City Secretary/
Assistant Public Information Officer in December.

will continue to be making Huntsville better
for everyone. I may not be a native, but I have
grown to love our community and its residents.”

istration, elections, media and communications, liquor licensing, records management,
boards and commissions, and serving as part
of the City's emergency management team.
Poe, a resident of Huntsville, has been emPoe and her husband have three children The City Secretary also serves as the parliamentarian to the Council.
ployed with the City for three years. She previ- and two granddaughters.
ously served as Catalog Librarian at the HuntsFor more information, contact Poe
The Deputy City Secretary assists the City
ville Public Library.
Secretary with duties including Council admin- at bpoe@HuntsvilleTX.gov or 936-291-5413.
“There were many strong candidates for
the position, but Brenda’s enthusiasm for and
interest in the work we do brought her to the
forefront,” City Secretary Lee Woodward said.
“She has made a strong start and is very excited to share with the public the services we
provide and knowledge about the professionalism and hard work of all the employees of
the City of Huntsville.”
Poe brings over 20 years of digital media
experience to the position. She holds several
awards for news writing, media design, and
website management.
“I am excited to join Lee at City Hall. I look
forward to working with the public and the
other city employees, and to provide quality,
up-to-date information in a timely manner,”
Poe said. “My passion has always been and

At Huntsville Public Library
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Police Department retains “Recognized Status” after review
The Huntsville Police Department (HPD)
has retained “Recognized Status” for compliance with the Texas Law Enforcement Agency Best Practices Recognition Program.
HPD earned the initial certification on November 13, 2013, after a twoyear effort to meet the intensive standards. HPD completed their four-year review
recently, according to Police
Chief Kevin Lunsford and Lt.
Curt Landrum.
Chief Lunsford said HPD became only the
82nd agency in the State to be so recognized.
“To date, there are approximately 140 Recognized agencies in Texas with another 38
currently in the process. To put that in perspective, there are approximately 2500 law
enforcement agencies in Texas,” said Chief
Lunsford.
Landrum said to retain the Recognized
status, HPD went through an intense onsite
inspection. That inspection included numerous interviews with staff and review of policies following the best practices set forth
by the Texas Police Chiefs Association.
Landrum explained that there are over 160
proofs that the inspection covers, from being
a 24-hour agency to specific trainings for
officers. Two inspectors came to Huntsville
for several days. The inspectors are current

and retired police chiefs across Texas. Each
one is a volunteer, who gets no compensation for their efforts.
“The program greatly assists
us in policy development that
meets best practices in Texas
law enforcement keeping us
consistent with other agencies
in the state,” Landrum said.
“As a result, we have well
trained officers.”
Lunsford stated the department has carefully reviewed
use of force, protection of
citizen rights, vehicle pursuits, property and
evidence management, patrol and investigative operations, and more. It also looks at the
facility, generators, and the evidence room.
This voluntary process requires the Police
Department to conduct a critical self-review
of the agency’s policies, procedures, facilities
and operations.

tices. These best practices were carefully
developed by Texas Law Enforcement professionals to assist agencies in the efficient
and effective delivery of service, the reduction of risk, and the protection of individuals rights.
“During those two days, I had the utmost
confidence that the evaluators would observe what the public sees everyday - us doing our jobs and representing our community
with honor, professionalism, and dedication,” said Chief Lunsford.
HPD will be honored for retaining their
status at the annual March convention of the
Texas Police Chiefs Association.
For more information, contact Lt. Landrum
at clandrum@huntsvilletx.gov.

Landrum said the Recognition Program has
a direct correlation to the high level of service expected by our community. The continued effort to meet these best practices
involves teamwork from all police personnel,
whether sworn officers or civilians. There is a
prestige with being recognized for our level
of professionalism.
The Law Enforcement Recognition Program
is a voluntary process that allows police
agencies in Texas prove their compliance
with 164 Texas Law Enforcement Best Prac-

Remember - Recycle Grease and Antifreeze!
Like many other residential customers, do you plan on replacing the antifreeze in your vehicle this winter? Do you plan on
disposing other kinds of liquids, including motor oil, peanut oil
or cooking oil? Don’t run those materials down the drain – recycle them!
The City of Huntsville Solid Waste Services Division offers free,
year-round recycling, for residential customers at the Recycling
Drop-Off Center, located at 590 I-45 North from 7:30 a.m.
through 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday.
Other items, including oil filters, are recycled in specifically
marked collection barrels. As they are flammable, neither gasoline nor diesel from lawn equipment or vehicles will be accepted for disposal or recycling.
Unfortunately, due to disposal restrictions, the Solid Waste Services Division is not able to pick up liquids on a curbside basis.
If you have any questions, please call 936-294-5743.

City of Huntsville residential customers: It’s time
to “winterize” your sewer charge
Water meter usage for the months of November through February is used to calculate your new sewer average charge for the
next year. Consciously reducing your water usage during these
months could lower your sewer charge. Methods to reduce usage include limiting or completely eliminating outside watering.
The new sewer average charge will be effective with the April
billing (due in May).
“Basically, the City of Huntsville would just like to advise residents to curtail any kind of outdoor watering, such as washing
cars, in order to keep water consumption down during winter
months,” said Jerri Weaver, City of Huntsville Billing and Revenue Manager. “Also, residents should be aware of any water
leaks and make sure to have those repaired.”
For more information, contact City of Huntsville Utility Billing at
(936) 291-5431.

Q & A: Interim City Manager Aron Kulhavy
The Huntsville City Council has chosen
Aron Kulhavy as Interim City Manager.
Kulhavy, who hails from Nacogdoches, is
married to Rachel Kulhavy and they have
two sons, Devin and Dylan. They also have
two grandchildren.
Kulhavy holds a Bachelors Degree in Environmental Science and a Masters in Public Administration, both from Stephen F.
Austin University. He moved to Huntsville in
2008, when he became City Planner. He is
currently Director of Community and Economic Development.
Kulhavy moved into his new position this
month and reflected back on his first days
in Huntsville.
“My first weekend in Huntsville, I slept in
my office, working through Hurricane Ike,”
Kulhavy said.
What interested you about this position?
I see this as a good opportunity for me to
stay in Huntsville. I want to carry out projects that we have started—see those projects come to fruition. I want to continue to
grow and get better in Huntsville. When I
started working for the City, they were just

starting to clear out trees for the shopping
center where Target and Kroger are. That is
the part of the job I really enjoy, being relevant in the development from concept to
completion, including navigating challenges
- so that we can keep our shopping dollars
local.
What are some projects you look forward to
working on?
First, the Sam Houston Statue and Visitor
Center is top of my list. It is well underway
and we hope to be done by July 4th. I think
it is progressing nicely. The Center needed
this expansion, because there just wasn't
much room to host tourism groups or educational events. The new building is going
to allow us to help share our story and
showcase Huntsville.
Second, the bond projects. We are getting ready to go out for bids on Proposition
3, the water and sewer projects. Each component is essential to ensuring the quality
and capacity the City has for water and
sewer needs are met now and in the future.
We hope to make some major decisions by
summer.

Proposition 1 is kicking off with designs
for the new police and fire station. Our current facilities are outdated, undersized and
not functioning to meet the needs of the
City.
In closing:
“I am grateful for the staff within the City.
The key to my success are the good people
working as hard as they do to serve the citizens of Huntsville.”

Huntsville Public Library
Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Ages 5 & under
11 a.m.
Wednesday,
March 28
on the Lawn at City Hall

At Huntsville
Public Library

