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Calendar
March 2018
1 - Planning Commission City Hall at Noon
6 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
7 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
14 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
15 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
20 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
21 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
28 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
30 - City Offices will be closed for Good Friday

(Recycling will run on normal schedule)

April 2018
3 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
4 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
5 - Planning Commission City Hall at Noon
7 - Tire & Electronic Recycling Day—9 a.m.
–Noon at Recycle Center
11 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
17 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
19 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
18 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
25 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste

Submit requests for Heavy Trash pick-up
before noon on Wednesday,
the week prior to pick-up,
at 294-5796.

Learn more about
City events at
www.huntsvilletx.gov

National Book Awards Festival
happening at SHSU
It's almost that special time of year
again - for the National Book Awards
Festival at SHSU!
Sam Houston State University will
have the pleasure of welcoming the outstanding authors below in April 2018.
For the fifth year, SHSU, HISD, and the
City of Huntsville will host two weeks of
events featuring critically acclaimed
books for a variety of audiences (one of
only four such events across the country).
SHSU's Dr. Amanda Nowlin-O'Banion
shared how pleased she was with this
year's visiting artists.
"We're thrilled to have such profoundly
engaging authors," said Nowlin-O'Banion.
"Not only are they fantastic writers, they
are equally excellent performers. You will
enjoy reading their work on your own
and hearing them at the main event

on April 16. All of them challenge the
power structure on our national narrative
- a sense of belonging and how we make
our places and demand to be seen."
Mark your calendars for April 16 for a
chance to hear these talented authors
present and answer questions about
their critically acclaimed work, but keep
an eye on the calendar for interactive
events leading up to that date. For more
information, visit www.shsu.edu/nba.

Lisa Ko: The Leavers, 2017 Finalist in Fiction:
"Lisa Ko’s The Leavers gives us Deming Guo, who is also
Daniel Wilkerson, a transnational adoptee abandoned by
his mother, Polly Guo, an undocumented Chinese immigrant. In their criss-crossing stories we see how this novel’s
unique doubled consciousness is the one way they can be
together, and in their struggle to belong, at least to themselves, there is a vision for an America big enough to include them when America does not. A bold reinvention of the Asian immigrant novel
as great American novel.” - National Book Foundation, Judges’ Citation
----Danez Smith: Don’t Call Us Dead, 2017 Finalist in Poetry:
"In Don’t Call Us Dead, Danez Smith brilliantly illuminates
our troubled dynamics of race and sexuality. Black boys
and men—no longer murdered, no longer threatened—bask
in the glow of “summer, somewhere,” an Eden of alternative imagining where “everything / is sanctuary & nothing is
a gun.” Now searching, now scintillating, the poet’s spotlight reveals the hidden contours of hunger and shame and draws a bright line from
diaspora to diagnosis to destiny.” - National Book Foundation, Judges’ Citation
----Jason Reynolds: Ghost, 2016 Finalist in Young People’s Literature and Long Way Down, 2017
Longlist Finalist in Young People’s Literature:
"In Ghost, Jason Reynolds flawlessly delivers
eloquent moments of terror, anticipation and
fun—clear to the finish line—without an extra
word to spare. We are immersed in the backdrop
of believable characters from the night Ghost
Crenshaw runs for his life, to his struggle to silence the "scream inside him." Ghost will stay
with you.” - National Book Foundation, Judges’ Citation
Long Way Down is "an ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is National Book Award
Finalist and New York Times bestseller Jason Reynolds’s fiercely stunning novel that
takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to decide whether or not
he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother.” - Atheneum Books, publisher
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22nd Annual Hub & Vendor
show fast approaching
The City of Huntsville Purchasing Division, in association
with TDCJ, Walker County, Sam
Houston
State
University,
Huntsville ISD, and the SHSU
Small Business Development
Center would like to announce
the 22nd Annual HUB and Vendor Show. The show will be
held March 29, from 11:30 a.m.
– 2:30 p.m., at the Walker
County Storm Shelter.
This year’s show will feature
an informative training session
on federal contracting certifications, geared specifically toward
small businesses, HUB-certified
businesses, and women-owned
businesses, from 10 – 11
a.m. It will be presented by representatives of the U. S. Small
Business Administration and is
open to the public.
It is a rare opportunity to
have a federal organization pre-

sent on this in Huntsville, and
all local businesses are encouraged to attend.
Lunch will be provided for
vendors from 11 to 11:30 a.m.
This annual event allows
vendors to display their products and services to governmental entities from Walker
County and surrounding areas.
There are no costs associated
to attend, or to showcase products or services (tables will be
provided, vendors are encouraged to bring table coverings).
To reserve a table, contact Cindy
Guajardo
at 936-4377061 or Ruby Cowan at 936437-3128.
For questions or more information, please contact Billie
Smith, Procurement Manager
with the City of Huntsville,
at 936-291-5495 or
BSmith@HuntsvilleTX.gov.

Free MLB baseball programs rescheduled for May, due to wet fields
The City of Huntsville Parks and Leisure
Department has rescheduled the free Scotts®
Major League Baseball® Pitch Hit & Run™
and MLB® Jr. Home Run Derby Competition
for boys and girls, ages 7 to 14, for Saturday,
May 5th, at Kate Barr Ross Park. Registration
will begin at 9 a.m., with competitions
starting at 10 a.m.
Parks & Leisure Administrative Coordinator
Penny Joiner said Pitch Hit & Run™, catering
to boys and girls, is divided into four age
divisions with the chance to advance through
four levels of competition, including Team
Championships at Major League ballparks
and the National Finals during the 2018
MLB® All-Star Week™. Jr. Home Run Derby™
is divided into two age divisions with a
chance to advance through three levels of
competition. The local champions from both
age divisions will advance to the Regional
level, and Regional Champions will advance
to the National Finals. All participants must
bring a copy of their birth certificate and

have their parents or guardian fill out a registration/waiver form prior to the start of the
competition.
Register
online
at
www.pitchhitrun.com for the Pitch Hit &

Huntsville for the Win!

Run™ competition and www.m.mlb.com/
junior-homerun-derby for the Jr. Home Run
Derby™ competition. For more details, contact Penny Joiner at (936) 294-5708.

The City of Brenham visited City
Hall at the end of February to
return the coveted Mayors Bowl
Trophy. Established by former
Mayor J. Turner, the Brenham
High School vs. Huntsville High
School annual football game was
celebrated each year starting in
September 2006. At the time,
Lois Kolkhorst was the state representative for both cities. After the season, the losing
AtBlue
Huntsville
Public
Library to the winning
team would bring Kolkhorst’s favorite
Bell flavor,
peppermint,
team, to share neighborly camaraderie. It’s been many years since Huntsville was
able to claim the win, so Mayor Turner was excited that the trophy was coming back
home! Left to right: Huntsville City Secretary Lee Woodward, former Huntsville Mayor
J. Turner, Huntsville Mayor Andy Brauninger, Brenham Mayor Milton Tate, Brenham
City Manager James Fisher, Brenham City Secretary Jeana Bellinger.
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Fire Chief Tom Grisham: Honoring a lifetime of service
Fire Chief Grisham retires after 44 years
The City of Huntsville is celebrating the career of hometown
hero Fire Chief Tom Grisham,
who is retiring on February 28.
A retirement celebration was
held from 2 to 4:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, February 28, at
City Hall, 1212 Avenue M.
Grisham, 65, reflected on his
long service to the citizens of
Huntsville, noting that the past
44 years have been the greatest, most exciting time of his
life.
Grisham began working as a
volunteer firefighter in August
1974.
“When I was hired on full
time on October 1, 1976, I was
assigned to the truck,” Grisham
said. “There were just two full

“We will miss Tom's
leadership, but look
forward to continuing his
legacy of service to the
Huntsville and Walker
County area.”
- Huntsville Police Chief
Kevin Lunsford

time firefighters back then.”
Grisham was 23 when he
moved to town for the job. He
would work during the day and
take the truck home at night.
But how did Grisham know
when there was an emergency?
He had a dedicated phone line
installed in his home. When an
emergency rang on the line, he
would jump in the truck and respond.
“No one knew where I was in
those days, and most times I
was the first one on the scene,”
Grisham said. “That was an exciting challenge for a young
man like me. My goal in life was
to be a mechanic. I am a car
enthusiast. But at 20 years old
and married right out of high
school, I had to have a job.”
It was in his high school years

that he did mechanic work with
Mr. Cornelius Sea, Grisham recalled with a smile. Mr. Sea
was a formative force for Grisham.
“It was during that time of
working mechanic jobs in class
that I knew I loved tinkering
with cars,” Grisham said.
Grisham’s path to public service started because his stepfather had served as a volunteer
firefighter for 40 plus years,
and his older brother had
served 15 years as a volunteer
firefighter.
It was their example and footprints in the department that
led Grisham to realize his calling.
“I remember being younger,
going to conventions and workshops with them,” Grisham

said. “I knew Jack King, the Volunteer Fire Chief. He was a big
inspiration to me.”
Grisham took a moment to
gather himself.
“There was one call that
stuck with me – my entire career,” Grisham said. “On February 23, my mentor, former Fire
Chief H.B. Toney, was burned in
a grass fire in Riverside. Unfortunately, he passed from his injuries on March 14, 1977.”
Grisham said you never get
over something like that, but he
was grateful for the support of
King.
King ran a funeral home by
trade, Grisham remembers his
assistance in helping him cope
with the loss.
Continued on page 4

Recognized Status retained

Huntsville Police Department was honored at the City Council meeting held
February 20, 2018, for retaining
"Recognized" status with the Texas Police Chiefs Association's Texas Law Enforcement Agency Best Practices
Recognition Program. Belton Police
Chief Gene Ellis noted less than seven
percent of agencies in Texas have
achieved this recognition. Pictured are
Chief Kevin Lunsford, Lt. Curt Landrum
and Belton Police Chief Gene Ellis. HPD
earned the initial statues on November
13, 2013, after a two-year effort to
meet the intensive standards set. See
the full story at www.HuntsvilleTX.gov.

Continued from Page 3
Joe French was hired on as
Chief after Toney’s passing. Grisham spent 19 years under his
leadership, which was successful because the department
was able to hire two more firefighters in that time period.
“You know, back then you
didn’t make a fortune being a
firefighter. My monthly pay was
$365. But I got to be out and
about in the county. I liked and
enjoyed getting out in the field
and having to get dirty,” Grisham said. “It was always a
challenge. But I was successful.
I eventually took Joe’s place,
and I enjoyed going to schools
and daycares to teach fire safety education.”
Grisham will tell you that
when he took over as fire chief,
the transition was a struggle.
He lost his hands-on role and
had to shift to thinking about
the stability of his firefighters
and so much more.
“I learned to deal with City
Hall, which is full of the kindest
people,” Grisham said. “I have
enjoyed the last 23 years. It has
been a pleasure to serve the
public, mayors and city councilmembers. I have never been
turned down for equipment requests because of the trust I
built. At the same time, that is
when I realized I really held the
position in charge and there
were consequences to my decisions. I had to make sure whatever I did worked. I budgeted
like it was my personal checkbook. I knew it was the people’s

money and I was never going to
steer them wrong.”
Grisham says the next few
months are going to be hard for
him, but he recently purchased
70 acres of land, with plenty of
room for his cars.
“I have hot rods and antique
cars, and I love drag racing,”
Grisham said.
He also has lots of family
nearby. He and his wife, Debbie, have four grown children
and nine grandchildren to keep
them busy.
“I see a lot of baseball in my
future with my grandson, livestock shows with my granddaughter, and tee ball with the
little ones, too,” Grisham said.
“But I am still going to be
around, to drink coffee at the
fire station and bang on the
desk. I am still here to be a
mentor, and attend drills, functions, and fundraisers. I hired
all but one of the firefighters
serving today. I have a vested
interest.”
Huntsville Police Chief Kevin
Lunsford said Chief Grisham is
an institution within the City of
Huntsville.
“He is the face of the Huntsville Fire Department,” Lunsford
said. “He has dedicated 44
years of his life in service to this
community. In addition to battling an untold number of fires
and saving countless lives, he
has been instrumental in the
expansion of HFD, the building
of new fire stations, and the
lowering of ISO (Insurance Service Office) ratings - simply be-

cause he has such a love for
this community. In addition to
all of that, he continues to be
such a tremendous leader - one
of the most well-respected people I know. We will miss Tom's
leadership, but look forward to
continuing his legacy of service
to the Huntsville and Walker
County area.”
“Tom assisted me in becoming the great firefighter that I
am today,” said Assistant Fire
Chief John Hobbs. “Back in the
day, he called me ‘Carrot Top’
because I actually had red hair.
And the kids would see me in
town after our programs and remember me, because Tom
made the fire education program so great.”
Hobbs said that Grisham was
instrumental in his development, from picking him up in
his El Camino for drills and taking him home after, to making
him the great educator that he
is.
“When I went from volunteer
to paid firefighter, Tom and I
were partners. And we stayed
partners for a number of years,”
Hobbs said. “He had a passion
for working on the trucks to

make sure they served the community. He was always aware of
where he came from too, working his way to the Chief position.”
Hobbs said it was Grisham’s
leadership that has garnered
lower ISO ratings for the community, which is remarkable for
the number of citizens served in
Huntsville and Walker County.
“Under his watch, we built
two new fire houses and bought
new equipment and apparatus
to stay current in the industry,
and that was through grants we
still maintain today,” Hobbs
said. “He always had an opendoor policy. Because of that desire to help others, he will always be an important part of
the fire community.”
Hobbs recalled a wildfire that
happened on Highway 980 –
Grisham was told to protect a
certain area, and he did. Hobbs
said Grisham immediately
jumped in as nozzleman and
saved a barn and home. But
Grisham didn’t stop there.
Hobbs said the pair moved to
Wallace Road where there was
a 100-foot wall of fire coming at
them. Grisham protected the
homes and lives, as Hobbs
pumped the water.
“The noteworthy part of that
day was when a 737 airplane,
full of retardant, flew over and
dumped on the site we were
fighting,” Hobbs said. “Tom had
to dive out of the way, because
we didn’t know they were dispatched. That day was a battle,
and we won, thanks to Tom.”

