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Calendar
May 2018
1 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
2 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
3 - Planning Commission City Hall at 12:00 p.m.
9 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
15 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
16 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
17 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
23 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
28 - All City facilities will be closed for
Memorial Day
30 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection

June 2018
5 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
6 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
7 - Planning Commission City Hall at 12:00 p.m.
13 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
19 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
20 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
21 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
27 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste

Submit requests for Heavy Trash pick-up
before noon on Wednesday,
the week prior to pick-up,
at 294-5796.

Learn more about
City events at
www.huntsvilletx.gov

City receives
“clean bill of health”
The Huntsville City Council
received the Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report
(CAFR) at the March 20th
meeting. The presentation
was given by Chris Pruitt of
Pattillo, Brown and Hill, a certified public accountant firm
that has completed audits for
the City for the last five years.
Pruitt informed the Council that his
firm gave the City of Huntsville a “clean
bill of health” for fiscal year 2016-17. A
clean opinion means there are no material misstatements in the financial statements and the firm did not find any internal control issues that the auditors
needed to report.
Also included in the report was the
City’s certificate of achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting from the
Government Finance Officers Association in 2016 and is expected to be repeated in 2017, Pruitt added. The CAFR
is given in four sections: introductory,
financial, other supplementary information, and statistical.

“My responsibility as the auditor is to express an opinion on
the financials,” Pruitt said.
“What that means in our professional opinion that your
financials are free of material
misstatement can be relied
upon by a third party, such as
a bank, bonding companies,
and grading agencies.”
Pruitt made a point to inform the Council that at the end of the 2017 fiscal
year, unassigned fund balance for the
General Fund was over $10.4 million of
the total expenditures. He added that
the fund is very healthy, in his opinion.
He noted that the water and wastewater
fund was also doing well.
During the fiscal year 2016-17, for the
General Fund, revenues were up by $1.8
million and expenditures were $1.2 million less than anticipated, resulting in a
$3.1 million positive variance compared
to budget.
“In essence, we are giving the City of
Huntsville a clean bill of health,” Pruitt
said.

Pool opening for Summer on June 2
Time to get out those swim suits and
trunks, and stock up on sunscreen, because the Frank D. “Poncho” Roberts
Aquatic Center will open for summer
hours on June 2.
Aquatic Center Manager Jay Miller invites the public to come dip their toes in
the cool water of the pool, located at
912 Avenue N.
“I encourage everyone to visit us,” Miller said. “My staff and I look forward to a
summer full of fun in the sun.”
Regular pool hours after the opening
will be Tuesday through Sunday from
noon to 8 p.m.
“The pool will be open for July 4th from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,” Miller said.
The pool rules state that only swimwear material is allowed in the pool. Full
rules and regulations are posted at the
pool entrance. Daily access fees are as
follows: 2 and under are free; 3 to 11
years old is $2.50; and 12 and up is $4.
Season passes will be: 3 to 11 years
old is $40; and 12 years and up is $50.

Family packs are available for $100 for
a family of four, with each additional
child added for $20.
“Programs offered at the pool include
water aerobics from 8 to 9 a.m. during
the week. Classes are $4 per class or
$25 quarterly,” Miller said. “Swimming
lessons are being booked at this time in
four different sessions.”
Sessions are $45, beginning June 11.
There are classes for 3 to 5 years old, 6
to 7 years old, and 8 years and older. All
fees, from entrance to sessions, must be
paid in cash.
For more information about classes or
pool hours, call 936-291-5433.

CITY CONNECTION

Page 2

Greg Mathis named Chief of HFD

Newly appointed Fire Chief Greg Mathis
isn’t new to the role of firefighting. He has a
little over 27 years of employment with the
Huntsville Fire Department, with his most
recent job title including Captain and Fire
Inspector.
Chief Mathis began his career by chance
when he “buddied up” with a friend to join
the department as a volunteer in November
1990. He transitioned to a full-time firefighter in 1996, when then-Chief Joe
French retired.
“The one thing I have enjoyed most over
the years is talking with the children,” Chief
Mathis said. “For years, children have recognized me while I was at the grocery store,
and they would tell their parents how they
remembered an outreach program I did. It
is moments like that when I know I have
made an impact in this community.”
Chief Mathis said he has seen several of
the kids he spoke to as young children get
involved in the firefighting field.
“There are several who have joined the
Texas Task Force 1, Conroe Fire Department, and Texas Forest Service, just to
name a few,” Chief Mathis said. “I have

made lasting friendships while on the job.”
Chief Mathis recalled an accident he responded to, where he sat and prayed with a
woman who had lost a loved one. He said
that same woman calls, sends birthday
cards, and hugs him every time they run
into each other.
“She doesn’t realize that the bond we
created that day has benefited me, through
her support and friendship,” Chief Mathis
said. “That rings true to a lot of calls I have
gone on in my career.”
Since becoming Chief, Mathis noted that
the backbone of his success has been his
coworkers.
“Everyone has been absolutely amazing.
We have a good structure in the department, and great leaders who make my new
job easy,” Chief Mathis said. “Not that there
isn’t room for improvement. I am very
thankful to the department and the City for
all of the support they have given me over
the last 27 years.”
Chief Mathis recalled being called into
action with The Texas Task Force 1, an urban search and rescue team.

“I
was
deployed
and
Tom
said
go,
take care of
business,”
Chief
Mathis
said. “The
Task Force
was ready
to deploy to Haiti, but the military decided
our safe return was questionable. The unit
did not make it to the disaster, but while I
was gone, my colleagues stepped up and
filled in for me.”
He said the City has supported every
training opportunity he has had, which he
has greatly appreciated. Chief Mathis has
hands-on experience in a variety of rescues,
from firefighting, to swift water, to boat rescues.
“I can relate to the firefighters facing the
day-to-day calls and dealing with life. I have
found that being a good listener is important,” Chief Mathis said.
Continued on Page 3

Bright colors of Spring decorating Huntsville
Spring flowers are in full bloom. Grab your
camera and head out to the City of Huntsville’s
many parks and trails to enjoy the colors and
beauty.
City Horticulturalist David Zellar encourages
citizens to get up close and personal with the
bluebonnets and wildflowers sprouting towards
the sun.
“Rather Park has a great patch of bluebonnets
right now,” Zellar said. “You can get in the beds,
walk through and sit in the patches. We just ask
that you don’t pick the flowers.”
There are bunches of bluebonnets also at
Gibbs Park and Eastham-Thomason Park.
“There is something growing every part of the
year at Eastham-Thomason,” Zellar said. “In early
spring, there is crimson clover. In mid-spring,
there are, of course, bluebonnets. Then in late
spring, there are prairie flowers, black-eyed susans and bluebells.”
Zellar added Town Creek Trail features walking
trails with wildflowers at 7th Street and Avenue
N. The trail is marked and has a Wildflower Conservation sign near it. Visitors can experience the

scenic forest environment along Town Creek.
There are five major wildflower conservation
areas in Huntsville, including along Smither Drive;
Veterans Memorial Parkway, past Col. Etheridge
Drive; along the frontage of Bruce Brothers Regional Airport, on Highway 75; on 11th Street, at
the Huntsville Police Department; and in several
areas of Town Creek Trail at 7th Street, near Avenue N, and on Mesquite Drive at Avenue M.
For a complete list of parks in Huntsville, visit www.HuntsvilleTX.gov/CityParks.
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Volunteer firefighters needed
The Huntsville Fire Department is composed of 16 full
time and 30 volunteer firefighters. The City currently has
two volunteer vacancies that need to be filled.
Fire Chief Greg Mathis explained that volunteer firefighters receive $12 per call and retirement in the Texas State
Firefighters’ and Fire Marshals’ Association (SFFMA).
“Without these 39 men, we could not function and provide the types of service we do. Everyone hired for the position is trained to SFFMA standards, up to and equal to the
certification levels of the paid staff,” Chief Mathis said.
“Personnel can be members of specialty teams, and are
trained to operate all kinds of apparatus.”
There are also opportunities for part-time shifts to be
assigned for a stipend, depending on a person’s certification level.
Chief Mathis said there is a hiring process, with some
required training necessary before becoming an active
member.
“If someone is interested in volunteering, I suggest they
attend one of our training sessions, held on the second
and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 6 p.m. at Station 2,
next to Taco Bell on Sam Houston Avenue,” Chief Mathis
said. “This is a chance to get to know the staff, review our
processes, and decide if this is the right fit.”
Chief Mathis noted that the City also has a bunker program for college students interested in firefighting. He explained that the program allows students to live rent free in
a station, in exchange for services, training, and being involved in the day-to-day operations.
“Volunteers and students are important to us, because
they are crucial to supplementing our workforce,” Chief
Mathis said. “Our doors are open to those interested in this
position, and we welcome them to stop by any station.”
Chief Mathis pointed out that many of the full-time firefighters started in the Volunteer Fire Department.
For more information, contact Chief Mathis at
gmathis@HuntsvilleTX.gov or call 936-291-5944. To apply
for a volunteer firefighter position, log on to HuntsvilleTX.gov/Employment.
Continued from Page 2
Chief Mathis moved to Huntsville in 1979, and is a 1987
graduate of Huntsville High School. After leaving high school,
he worked for the City in the Fleet Service, then Wastewater,
and in Public Works, all while being a volunteer firefighter.
“I think my dad is the most excited and proud of my promotion,” Chief Mathis said. “He has been calling the entire family.”
Chief Mathis enjoys spending time with his family, which
includes his wife, five daughters, and two grandsons.
“I have known Greg for a long time. I have faith that he is
the right man to lead the Fire Department,” said Director of
Public Safety Police Chief Kevin Lunsford. “He is a community
-minded individual and a great leader.”
Chief Mathis can be contacted at 936-291-5944 or
gmathis@HuntsvilleTX.gov.
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Public Works at the City
The City of Huntsville is honoring
the hardworking individuals of Public Works during National Public
Works Week, May 20-26. City public
works professionals include those
who manage water, wastewater,
and sanitation, as well as those responsible for maintaining public
buildings and grounds.
Here are just a few of the Public
Works departments working for
you:
• Water Treatment, Storage, and
Distribution
• Wastewater Treatment and
Collection
• Environmental Services and
Wastewater Treatment effluent
• Solid Waste Collection, both
Residential and Commercial

• Solid Waste Transfer Station
• Streets
• Drainage
• Fleet Services
They are, in short, the people
who maintain and improve the systems and services vital to our community’s health, safety, and comfort.

Become a tourist in your own backyard
Remember how much fun scavenger
hunts were as a child? Gather your family
for the Sam Houston Statue Visitors Center’s Scavenger Hunt.
At the May 1 City Council meeting, Mayor
Andy Brauninger proclaimed National Tourism Week in Huntsville, said Kimm Thomas,
Director of Tourism and Cultural Services.
The monthlong Hunt is set to begin on May
6, the first day of National Tourism Week.
Thomas explained that the Scavenger
Hunt was developed to encourage residents to become tourists in their own backyard.
“We hope to create even more ambassadors for all the great places and things to
do in the city of Huntsville,” Thomas said.
“There is no better way to get to know our
parks, museums, and shops. These will become your special places to share when
friends and family come to town.”
Local attractions, eateries, and retailers
are featured. Contestants start by picking
up a brochure at the Visitors Center, 7600
Highway 75 South, or any participating location, and begin their adventures. The
Hunters will visit participating locations to
have their brochure stamped.
“You can get your first stamp right here at
the Statue. We ask that players get a minimum of 10 stamps from the featured businesses and sites,” Thomas said. “Each location will have a special task for hunters
to accomplish while at their location. It

could be visiting an artist’s display, finding
a trinket that represents Huntsville, or
something of that sort.”
Completed forms must be returned to the
Visitors Center by noon Wednesday, May
30.
“Everyone will get something,” Thomas
said.
All participants will receive a prize packet,
however, 25 lucky hunters will receive a
special travel bag in a raffle.
“We will hold the grand prize drawing at
noon on May 31 at City Hall,” Thomas said.
“Ultimately, everyone’s a winner. Each player will find treasures in our community,
whether people or places. They will get to

know even more about Huntsville than they
did before, and be surprised and delighted
by something unexpected.”
Full details and brochure available online
at www.HuntsvilleTexas.com

At Huntsville
Public Library

