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Calendar
June 2018
5 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
6 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
7 - Planning Commission City Hall at 12:00 p.m.
13 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
19 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
20 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
21 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
27 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste

July 2018
3 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
4 - All City of Huntsville facilities will be closed.
Commercial trash routes will be
picked up on July 5th and 6th.
5 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
5 - Planning Commission City Hall at 12:00 p.m.
11 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
17 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
18 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
19 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
25 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
Submit requests for Heavy Trash pick-up
before noon on Wednesday,
the week prior to pick-up,
at 294-5796.

Learn more about
City events at
www.huntsvilletx.gov

Visitors Center Expansion
Grand Opening
The public is invited to attend the
grand opening of the newly expanded
Sam Houston Statue Visitors Center set
for Friday, July 20th. The event will be
held from 5 to 7 p.m., including the dedication of the William Hodges Education
Building.
“We will be unveiling a plaque in honor
of the late Mr. Hodges,” said Kimm
Thomas, Director of Tourism and Cultural
Services. “He served the City Council over
four terms, was elected Mayor in 1991,
and was an important member of our
community for many years and in various
organizations.”

There will be live music along with A
Taste of Huntsville featuring local restaurants. Oversized board games will be
available on the covered porches for entertainment.
Houston-based firm PGAL Architects
designed the new building in April 2015,
after assessing the needs of the original
center built in 1994, which has 2,500
square feet of usable space for offices,
gathering areas, and the gift shop. Construction on the 4,000 square-foot expansion project got underway last October. The finished structure will allow for
Continued on Page 3

Candidate packets now available

Candidate packets for the 2018 City of Huntsville General Election are available
through the office of the City Secretary at City Hall, 1212 Avenue M, or on the City
website at huntsvilletx.gov/Elections or huntsvilletx.gov/Elecciones.
The City Council seats for the four At-Large Councilmember positions will be on
the November 6, 2018, general election ballot. Filing for the positions will be from
July 21, 2018, to August 20, 2018, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays, in the office of
the City Secretary (City Hall, 1212 Avenue M).
The City of Huntsville application fee is one dollar in cash, per City Charter mandate. City Secretary Lee Woodward acknowledged members of the public may have
questions about the responsibilities of Councilmembers.
“The City Secretary’s office provides the candidate packets, which include general
information, a brief of the state election calendar, and references for guidelines and
statutes,” Woodward said. “Anyone is welcome to learn more about the duties of
Councilmembers and how the election process is conducted, even if they have no
desire to run for office. The steps to becoming and the obligations of an elected
Councilmember are many and varied.”
For more information, email CitySecretary@huntsvilletx.gov, call 936-291-5403,
or visit the City's Elections page at HuntsvilleTX.gov/Elections or HuntsvilleTX.gov/Elecciones.
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3 officers recognized for lifesaving effort
Over twenty breathing and chest pumping
cycles are completed in five minutes when
performing CPR. It can feel like a lifetime,
hoping to revive someone and waiting for
medical backup.
Three Huntsville police officers know this
scenario only too well, and were honored at
the May 15th City Council meeting for being
instrumental in saving the life of Ron Smith
in April. Senior Officers Brandon Boyd, Joshua Warvel, and Keith Sarraf were each presented with an HPD Lifesaving award by
Police Chief and Director of Public Safety
Kevin Lunsford.
Circumstance and chance played out in
Smith’s favor on the evening of April 6,
when a medical emergency call was dispatched to Officers Boyd and Warvel, who
arrived in less than one minute, with Officer
Sarraf arriving just one minute later. The
officers found Smith unresponsive and receiving CPR from a bystander.
Officers Boyd and Warvel began administering CPR, with Sarraf assisting when he
arrived.
Boyd has experience and training as an
EMT and was able to manage the crisis with
aid from his partners while performing chest
compressions, providing rescue breathing,
and monitoring Smith’s pulse. The men
worked feverishly to save Smith.
When EMS arrived, Smith did not have a
pulse. His heart was shocked twice before
being transported to the hospital.
“We had just had dinner and were going to
pick up a few essentials,” Smith said during
recovery. “I noticed as we were leaving the
restaurant that my chest was feeling heavy
and uncomfortable. By the time we reached
the front doors of the grocery store, I got to
feeling really bad and went back to the car.
But I couldn’t get comfortable, and I got very

Want to see City
Council
meetings live?
The City Council meetings air live on
KSHU Channel 7, but are also available
on Facebook Live (@HuntsvilleTX) and
are livestreamed on HuntsvilleTX.gov
(click on Meeting Video button on the
home page, then select
the City Council tab on the Watch
Meeting Videos page that opens). Stay
up to date on your local government
news and #HomeSweetHuntsville.

lightheaded.”
It was then that Smith passed out in the
driver’s seat with the car running in the
parking lot. He said his wife told him that
she had run to the door and started screaming for help.
“I guess at that point she realized I wasn’t
breathing. To hear the story, it was amazing
that 20 or so unknown individuals came to
help. I am very fortunate that the people
were there to call 9-1-1 and that the officers
were in the area and responded quickly,”
Smith said.
Sgt. Jeremy Carroll wrote the following in a
memo to staff, “I was truly impressed by
their effort and determination to save a
complete stranger and it was quite the sight
to see. I can say that they made this department look great, by doing what is often ex-

pected, but not required and truly encompassed the core values of this department –
Honor, Professionalism, and Dedication. I
am pleased to work alongside officers like
this and even more so honored to have
them on my shift.”
“Thank you to the officers and shoppers
on the scene who were instrumental in saving my life,” said Mr. Smith. “Thank you to
Huntsville and the citizens who were there
just trying to help.”
Smith returned to work after spending 19
days in the hospital.
Chief Lunsford said that city employees
are always involved in things that go unnoticed.
“I can tell you that I, too, am honored to
work with these fine officers,” Chief Lunsford said.
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Celebrate July 4th with a show
Make plans to come out and
celebrate the 4th of July with
the City of Huntsville’s Parks
and Leisure Department at
Kate Barr Ross Park. The festivities will feature entertainment for all ages and a largescale fireworks show.
The celebration, which is
sure to be a fun and safe day
for the entire family, begins at
4 p.m. and wraps up at 8 p.m.
The evening will be capped off
with bursts of color during the show that will
take place at 9:15 p.m., weather permitting.
The light show at the end of the evening has
become a tradition for many area residents.
“Come out and enjoy a fun-filled day to celebrate the Fourth of July,” said Penny Joiner,
Parks and Leisure Administrative Coordinator.
“We would love to see the moms, dads, and
kiddos enjoying the activities planned.”
Booths this year will include a rock climbing

wall, face painter, airbrush
artist, leather crafts, bounce
houses, and karaoke.
“We will also have watermeloneating contests throughout the
evening,” Joiner adds. “The
contests are always fun to
watch.”
Admission into the park, as
well as the children’s events, is
free. Food vendors will be on
site and prices will vary.
Citizens should take note that
no alcohol or glass bottles will be allowed on
the premises.
The Huntsville Fire Department will be on
location to ensure the safety of the public and
property surrounding the area of the fireworks
show.
For more information, contact Joiner at 936
-294-5708, online at www.HuntsvilleTX.gov/
Recreation,
or
on
Facebook
at
www.facebook.com/COH-recservices.

Continued from Page 1
additional office space, renovated restrooms, and a larger meeting
room.
Care was taken to achieve similarity in the aesthetics during building. Over 1.4 million visitors have passed through the Visitors Center
in 24 years, and the numbers are expected to continue growing,
according to Thomas.
“Our new building will accommodate the schools and groups that
also do programs with our department,” said Thomas. “We’re
pleased that citizens and visitors will get to enjoy the new Visitors
Center beginning this summer.”
The new large meeting rooms will be available for rentals beginning July 21st, which will be available from 7 to 9 a.m. weekdays, in
the evenings, and on weekends. For more information, call Thomas
at 936-291-9726 or email kthomas@HuntsvilleTX.gov.

Yard Waste Specifics
Collection Service: 1st, 3rd, & 5th Wednesday
of each month - No call-in required!
Yard waste is classified as leaves, grass, pine needles,
yard clippings and small brush, items referred to as
“green waste.”
The total number of paper compostable-bagged, canned,
or bundled yard waste items is limited to twelve (12) per
household per collection day. All yard waste materials
must be placed within two (2) feet of street’s edge no
later than 6 a.m. on the morning of the scheduled pickup.
Yard waste such as leaves, grass, pine needles or small
clippings must be:
(1) Bagged in paper compostable bags or placed in personal garbage cans (not to exceed 32 gallons);
(2) Cannot exceed 50 pounds each;
(3) City-issued garbage and recycling carts cannot be
filled with yard waste.
Tree limbs and brush must be:
(1) No longer than four (4) feet in length;
(2) Limbs no larger than four (4) inches in diameter;
(3) Must be tied securely in bundles which cannot exceed two (2) feet in diameter and can’t exceed 50
pounds each.
The following items and locations DO NOT qualify for
Yard Waste pick-up:
(1) Household garbage of any kind;
(2) Anything other than green waste: NO flower pots,
fertilizer, mulch, bags, dirt, potting soil, sand, rock,
gravel, etc.
(3) Commercial businesses or commercially generated
yard waste.
Bring your City utility bill showing that you pay for garbage service and dispose of your yard waste at the City
Transfer Station free of charge. This excludes commercial customers, yard waste contractors, and any lawn
service providers. The customer must be present with
their current City garbage bill at the time of disposal.
For more information on yard waste trimming collection
services, contact the Solid Waste Services Division at
(936) 294-5712.
Dropoff loads are accepted at the Transfer Station
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Monday through Saturday.
All unloading must be completed by 5 p.m.

The City of Huntsville held a luncheon
and Rodeo to honor the hardworking
individuals of Public Works on May 23
during National Public Works Week .

