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Calendar

August 2018

1 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
2 - Planning Commission City Hall at 12:00 p.m.
7 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
8 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
15 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
16 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
21 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
22 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
29 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection

September 2018
3 - All City offices will be closed for Labor Day
(Trash services to run on normal schedule.
The Transfer Station will be open.)
4 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
5 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
6 - Planning Commission City Hall at 12:00 p.m.
12 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
18 - City Council Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
19 - Yard Waste Trimming Collection
20 - Planning Commission City Hall at 5:30 p.m.
26 - Heavy Trash & Large Yard Waste
Submit requests for Heavy Trash pick-up
before noon on Wednesday,
the week prior to pick-up,
at 294-5796.

Learn more about
City events at
www.huntsvilletx.gov

Seeing green with more trees
This spring, the Huntsville City Council
included a Strategic Plan objective to
plant 250 trees on public property within
the city limits. The City’s Parks and Leisure Department is pleased to report that
number has already been met and exceeded, and hopes residents have noticed and are enjoying these enhancements.
Parks joined forces with local service
organizations and individuals to achieve
the goal, and the new vegetation is
providing habitat for wildlife and bank
stabilization for creeks and is beautifying
area parks, according to Parks Manager
John Agey.
City Horticulturalist David Zellar worked
closely with those who supported the
efforts. Donations of time and money
came from Mark Erb with Forestry Associates, the Huntsville Lions Club, the Rotary Club of Huntsville, and the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
“These trees are essential to the beauty of our parks,” Zellar said. “Once they
are fixed in their new homes, we feed
and water them appropriately to ensure
full healthy growth.”
Agey said the biggest impact has been
at Eastham-Thomason Park, located at
1500 Seventh Street and Avenue N.
“The park is 150 acres overall. Because of the its size, we were able to
plant a variety of trees, including live oak,
Chinese pistache, vitex (chaste tree), and
crepe myrtles,” Agey said. “And that
doesn’t include the 130 mixed seedlings
of oak, elm, and redbud the Rotary Club
assisted in placing off Mesquite Street.”
Other locations that have also received
attention are in the Town Creek area,
with ten live oaks along 16th Street,
through a donation from Erb, and by
Gibbs Park on Avenue S, with ten

roughleaf dogwoods provided by a Rotary
Club donation. Agey said staff also
worked to get sixteen trees rooted at the
Sam Houston Statue and Visitor Center.
“They received holly, vitex, buttonbush,
and desert willow. The new trees will enhance the appearance of the recently
opened expansion, as well as offering
shade and noise control from the interstate and highway,” Agey said.
Parks staff also installed five 15-foot
crepe myrtles along Veterans Memorial
Parkway. Agey added the City still has 75
seedlings in the nursery that will be cultivated this fall.
Mayor Andy Brauninger was pleased to
hear of the successes in a Strategic Plan
update from City Manager Aron Kulhavy,
which was provided to the full City Council in early July.
“Over 280 trees have been added to
our community in recent months; that’s
great news,” Brauninger said. “Our area
was hard hit by drought a few years ago,
so we are very glad to see our environment being restored in this way. Much
appreciation to the Parks staff and the
generous donors for assisting in these
efforts.”
For more information about planting
trees, call 936-294-5721.

Ribbon cutting held for expansion
The grand opening of the
William H. Hodges Education Building was held Friday, July 20, at the Sam
Houston Statue and Visitor
Center. Members of the
Hodges family were present
for the event. Staff is now
taking reservations for the
facility at 936-291-9726.
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Back-to-school driving safety
School’s in!
The Huntsville Police Department asks all drivers to be especially mindful
of the beginning of the school year and the associated traffic concerns.
According to HPD Lieutenant Jim Barnes, the renewed enforcement of
school zones and the laws pertaining to school buses should be on the
minds of all motorists, as well as the increased presence of Sam Houston
State University students on main roadways.
“The Huntsville Independent School District, Sam Houston State University, and other local campuses will be back in session, and there will be a lot
more traffic and kids to consider,” Lt. Barnes said.
“We’re encouraging all citizens to be aware, plan accordingly when driving within the city, and be patient and cognizant of their surroundings.”
Lt. Barnes said everyone should review the locations of school zones on
their daily travel routes as well as the speed limits in effect during drop-off
and pick-up hours.
All individuals operating a motor vehicle are reminded that the use of cell
phones in school zones, when active, violates City ordinances and is punishable by a fine not to exceed $200.
This regulation applies to both calling and texting, and the same fine applies to speeding in school zones.
Additionally, motorists should consider road construction projects that
may be along their routes from home to schools, and be prepared for increased drive times.

Recycle Grease & Motor Oil!
Thinking about changing your motor oil or
flushing your coolant during these hot summer days? Have you thought about how to
dispose of these and other types of liquids,
including peanut or cooking oil?
Don’t pour those materials down the
drain – recycle them!
The City of Huntsville Solid Waste Division
offers free, year-round recycling for residential customers for these liquids and other
items at the Recycling Drop-Off Center (590
I-45 North) from 7:30 a.m.- 4:45 p.m. Monday through Saturday.
Other items, including oil filters, are recycled in specifically marked collection barrels. As they are flammable, neither gasoline nor diesel from lawn equipment or vehicles will be accepted for disposal or recycling.
Due to disposal restrictions, the Solid
Waste Division is not able to pick up liquids
on a curbside basis.
If you have any questions, please call
936-294-5712.
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PLEASE BE MINDFUL OF
SCHOOL ZONE SPEED LIMITS
Huntsville High School:
FM 2821 - 7:30 to 8 a.m./3:15 to 4 p.m.
35 miles per hour
Huntsville Intermediate &
Scott Johnson Elementary:
US 190 - 7:30 to 8:05 a.m./
3:15 to 4 p.m. - 30 miles per hour
Huntsville Elementary: 87 Martin Luther King Dr.
Gibbs Elementary: 19th Street
Stewart Elementary: 3400 Boettcher
Sam Houston Elementary: 1600 7th Street
Mance Park Middle School: 8th Street
All five campuses: 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m./
2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. - 20 miles per hour
Speeding or use of cell phones in a school zone
is punishable by a fine not to exceed $200.
Call the Huntsville Police Department for more
information at (936) 291-5480.
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Can’t find a book? Let HPL find it!
Ever had a hard time finding a nonfiction
or academic book that was required for a big
homework assignment? Need a great beach
read or classic romance but don’t want to
wait for someone else to return it? The
Huntsville Public Library (HPL) is the go-to
information resource for residents, providing
two primary routes for accessing tough-tofind materials of all types.
Adult Library Technician Mary Kokot explained that membership has its privileges
for HPL cardholders.
“While we might wish we could purchase
and stock everything anyone might want to
read or look through, that’s not a possibility
for any library. Our patrons can request
books we don’t have and we try to locate
them. The InterLibrary Loan system brings
things here and the TexShare program allows cardholders to check them out at other
libraries across the state.”

InterLibrary Loans (ILL)
When the Library receives a request for
items not currently in the catalog, staff conducts a search of databases through the
InterLibrary Loan (ILL) system.
When located at participating facilities,
items are borrowed for a limited period, usually about 30 days. Kokot said that patrons

must be in good standing to use the ILL program, with a limit of five requests available
at one time.
The ILL system is free and accessible
online at MyHuntsvilleLibrary.com or by calling HPL. Once a request is made, the patron
will receive an email or phone call confirming the loan and will again be notified when
the book arrives.
“Our first course of action, if we don’t own
what a patron is looking for, is to borrow the
book from another library through InterLibrary Loan,” Kokot said. “The process to
receive an ILL book can take at least 10
days, depending on holiday schedules and
availability,” Kokot added. “Also, there are
some restrictions about what can be borrowed. For example, we don’t borrow or loan
best sellers or books published in the last
twelve months, DVDs, music, or rare or expensive books.”
HPL borrows on average about 80 books
for patrons monthly, with almost 60 books
being sent to other libraries through the
same system. A devoted fan of the process
shared her thoughts.
“InterLibrary Loans are a great way to read
and view all kinds of books. Libraries in other sizes of cities or at universities with specific concentrations may have widely varying

collections. I can request scholarly works,
niche publications, or just things I never got
around to reading the last few years, and it’s
very rare that someone isn’t willing to share
it with our library.”

TexShare Cards
Whether or not an ILL results in available
books, HPL patrons can also apply for a
TexShare card, with access to borrow from
over 500 libraries across the state (a great
option when on vacation or while visiting out
of town friends and family). TexShare is a
program provided under the auspices of the
Texas State Library. The basic requirement is
to be a member in good standing at HPL for
at least six months. The TexShare Card is
valid for six months and may be renewed if
the user remains in good standing. HPL records show it has issued approximately 30
TexShare Cards in the last six months.
“TexShare cards are a simple thing to acquire, with exponential opportunities,” Kokot
said. “To check out material from another
location, present your photo ID, your HPL
library card, and your TexShare Card.”
Each library sets its own lending policies
for visiting TexShare cardholders. Kokot
Continued on Page 4

Fire extinguisher safety

Yard Waste Specifics
Collection Service: 1st, 3rd, and 5th Wednesday of each month - No call-in required!

The Huntsville Fire Department conducted fire extinguisher training for over 100 City of Huntsville employees recently. Staff members benefited from the hands-on experience provided. According
to Fire Captain Darren Parker, the goal of the training was to have
all non-HFD employees get comfortable with the use of fire extinguishers. HFD focused on safety readiness tips everyone should
know in case of a small fire. Follow us on social media or log on to
www.HuntsvilleTX.gov for more fire extinguisher safety tips in the
future.

Remember!

Continued from Page 3
suggests that interested parties check online with TexShare before making a trip to another library. Further details are available on the state
library’s website: www.tsl.texas.gov/texshare/card.

Library resources
In addition to ILLs and the TexShare Card, patrons can access a variety of free materials provided through their HPL cards, such as Overdrive
(free e-books and audiobooks), Pronunciator (language learning for 80
languages and ESL for 50 non-English languages), ProCitizen
(preparation for the USCIS Naturalization Test), and many databases for
specialized research and topical categories.
To obtain a free library card at the Huntsville Public Library, applicants
must present a valid driver’s license and current piece of mail to verify
residency. For more information, call 936-291-5472.

Yard waste is classified as leaves, grass, pine needles,
yard clippings and small brush, items referred to as
“green waste.”
The total number of paper compostable-bagged, canned,
or bundled yard waste items is limited to twelve (12) per
household per collection day. All yard waste materials
must be placed within two (2) feet of street’s edge no
later than 6:00 a.m. on the morning of the scheduled
pick-up.
Yard waste such as leaves, grass, pine needles or small
clippings must be:
(1) Bagged in paper compostable bags or placed in personal garbage cans (not to exceed 32 gallons);
(2) Cannot exceed 50 pounds each;
(3) City-issued garbage and recycling carts cannot be
filled with yard waste.
Tree limbs and brush must be:
(1) No longer than four (4) feet in length;
(2) Limbs no larger than four (4) inches in diameter;
(3) Must be tied securely in bundles which cannot exceed two (2) feet in diameter and can’t exceed 50
pounds each.
The following items and locations DO NOT qualify for
Yard Waste pick-up:
(1) Household garbage of any kind;
(2) Anything other than green waste: NO flower pots,
fertilizer, mulch, bags, dirt, potting soil, sand, rock,
gravel, etc.
(3) Commercial businesses or commercially generated
yard waste.
Bring your City utility bill showing that you pay for garbage service and dispose of your yard waste at the City
Transfer Station free of charge. This excludes commercial customers, yard waste contractors, and any lawn
service providers. The customer must be present with
their current City garbage bill at the time of disposal.
For more information on yard waste trimming collection
services, contact the Solid Waste Services Division at
(936) 294-5712.
Dropoff loads are accepted at the Transfer Station
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Monday through Saturday.
All unloading must be completed by 5:00 pm.

