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General Election

Voting location changes to know before you go vote

November elections will look different in the future for Huntsville voters.
Walker County Elections has received approval from the Texas Secretary of
State to conduct Countywide Polling Places.
City Ballot
Walker County Election Officer Diana McRae announced Wednesday, July 22,
the County will go from 16 polling locations to 11 with the approval. She
explained several poll places could not accommodate the social distancing
3, 2020,
regulations and had to be moved or consolidated.
.
“Diana McRae and the Elections staff worked hard earlier in 2020 to apply for
.1the program,” City Secretary Brenda Poe said. “With the current pandemic, it is
very important to election officers from all entities to provide adequate social
.2distancing and curbside service while allowing voters to cast their vote at any
polling location.”
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Learn more about City events at HuntsvilleTX.gov
Walker County held a public hearing during Commissioners’ Court on the
.3program implementation on May 26.
“Safe social distancing will be required. Election workers will sanitize between
.4voters and wear protective face coverings,” McRae said. “Voting equipment will
be sanitized as well.”
The deadline to register to vote November 3, 2020, was Monday, October 5.
,
Early voting at the Storm Shelter will be October 13-30. The last day to apply to
vote by mail is Friday, October 23. If you qualify and want to apply for a mail
@
. ,
ballot, the application must be received in the office by the Elections Office no
936-291-5413,
later than 5 p.m. Friday, October 23, not postmarked.
. /
.
Continued on page 4
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Big News on the Horizon!
The Huntsville Horizon Comprehensive Plan, that is. The City of Huntsville, in collaboration with
the consulting firm Kendig Keast Collaborative, will be working diligently over the next several
months to update the City's comprehensive plan and we need to hear from you!
What is a Comprehensive Plan?
A Comprehensive Plan is a policy document that sets forth a city’s long-range planning policies
in order to reflect the aspirations and values of residents, property owners, businesses, and
organizations within the community. The Comprehensive Plan is used by officials to make land
use and planning-related decisions and as a resource the public may use to better understand
the City’s approach to development. In short, the Comprehensive Plan illustrates a community's
vision for its future.
How can I participate in the Comprehensive Plan update process?
The City will be hosting a series of "town hall" style meetings in the coming months, as well as
opportunities for the public to provide feedback through online surveys. While these events have
not yet been scheduled, please watch the City Facebook page and the City website for updates.
As always, please feel free to direct questions or comments to the City of Huntsville Planning
Division at planningemail@huntsvilletx.gov or (936) 294-5783.

Film Friendly Texas Designation For Huntsville
AUSTIN – Governor Greg Abbott today
announced that the City of Huntsville, having
completed
the
multi-step
training
and
certification process, has been designated a Film
Friendly Texas community by the Texas Film
Commission.
The designation helps to grow local jobs and
local economies by promoting the Lone Star State
as the premier destination for film, television,
commercial, animation, visual effects, and video
game production.
“I congratulate the City of Huntsville on earning
the Film Friendly Texas designation,” said
Governor Abbott. “As our focus is on safely and
strategically reopening and revitalizing all aspects
of
the
Lone
Star
State—work,
school,
entertainment, and culture—Texas is committed
to working alongside our communities to ensure
they have the knowledge and tools needed.
Through the Film Friendly Texas training and
certification process, communities large and small
are readied to help match local businesses with
production-related needs, creating jobs for Texas-

based crew members and local residents as
well as spurring on-site spending at local small
businesses. And I am proud of all that the Texas
Film Commission has accomplished in helping
communities like Huntsville begin to open their
economy."
Huntsville joins more than 140 Film Friendly
Texas communities that receive ongoing
training and guidance from the Texas Film
Commission on media industry standards, best
practices, and how to effectively accommodate
on-location filming activity in their community.
The Texas Film Commission in the Office of
the Governor’s Economic Development and
Tourism Division has attracted $1.5 billion in
local spending and created more than 154,000
production jobs across the state from 2007 to
2019.
As media production opens in Texas,
compliance with state and local safety
protocols is key to keeping crews and
communities safe. More information can be
found at www.gov.texas.gov/film/coronavirus
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Continued from page 1
If a voter is 65 years of age or older on Election Day, has a disability, is confined in jail, or will be outside the
county during early voting hours and on Election Day, the voter can apply to vote by mail.
All early voting will take place at the Walker County Storm Shelter, 455 State Highway 75 North, from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. There will be two 12-hour days during early voting from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, October 20 and Tuesday,
October 27. There will be one weekend of voting from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, October 24 and 25.
Sample ballots will be posted in late September at www.co.walker.tx.us under Current Elections.
About Countywide Polling program:
Under Section 43.007(i) of the Texas Election Code, the Secretary of State may select six counties with a
population of 100,000 or more and four counties with a population of less than 100,000 for participation in the
program for an election. The Secretary of State may determine that a county’s participation in the program was
“successful” following one election under the program. Once designated as “successful,” that county may continue
to use the program for subsequent elections. Note that counties that have previously participated in the program
but have not been formally granted a “successful” designation in writing by the Secretary of State, must reapply to
use the program for each subsequent election.
Eligible counties may apply to use countywide polling places in the following elections: the primary election and
primary run-off election, the general election for state and county officers, elections taking place on the uniform
election date in May and any resulting runoffs, a constitutional amendment election, and joint elections when a
county is holding any of the aforementioned elections with a local political subdivision (e.g., city, school district,
etc.).
How many countywide polling places should my county have?
A: House Bill 1735 (85th Legislature, RS, 2017) adds Section 43.007(m) to the Texas Election Code which requires a
county participating in the countywide polling place program to have at least one countywide polling place in each
commissioners’ court precinct. Additionally, the number of countywide polling places within a commissioners’ court
precinct may not exceed more than twice the number of countywide polling places located in any other
commissioners’ court precinct.In addition to these requirements, during the first year in which a county participates
in the program, the total number of countywide polling places may not be less than 65% of the number of precinct
polling places that would otherwise be located in the county for that election. After this, that number drops to no
less than 50% of the number of precinct polling places that would otherwise be located in the county for that
election.
Who determines where the countywide polling places will be located?
A: In an election under the program, a county must adopt a methodology for determining where each polling
place will be located. Some factors to consider in this process include the availability of public transportation to a
polling location, population size near the polling location, and availability of a suitable building for a polling place. In
addition, the establishment of polling places under the program should not result in the dilution of voting strength
or representation of any group covered by the federal Voting Rights Act. For this reason, the Secretary of State
strongly encourages counties to form vote center advisory committees to obtain feedback on voting locations.

