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BETWEEN THE PAGES
Recently, I spoke with a patron who
tracks every book he reads in a
spreadsheet on his computer. He is such
a prolific reader that he cannot
remember which books he has read
without a list. There are a ton of benefits
to tracking what you read, but it would
be rude of me to tell you what the
benefits are without first making two
nearly meaningless sports analogies.

Baseball statistics began being tracked
in 1859, and the practice has remained
one of the most popular aspects of the
sport. It was developed by Henry
Chadwick, and became the method that
inspired Bill James to utilize stats as a
method to reexamine how modern
baseball is played. This method is now
used by every team in Major League
Baseball.

Anthony Lane, Teen Program Coordinator

In 2019, for the first time ever, the marathon was run in less than two hours by Eliud Kipchoge. It was an
astounding feat made possible by the use of modern data tracking. Combinations of heart-rate monitoring,
studies of VO2 max, mileage and interval tracking were used as methods to build aerobic endurance beyond
any previous level in human history. 

Our memories are not that great. It is really difficult to remember every book you have read. Wouldn’t it be
nice to have something to refer to?
It can help inform future reading choices. By rating the books you read or writing a review, you provide
yourself with valuable information in the future. Maybe you were not a big fan of John Grisham, and you
need a future reminder to avoid his books. 
Data can help you determine goals. I always want to read more books this year than last year. The problem
is, I cannot remember just how many books I read. A tracker makes it easy to document the number of
books or pages you read. 
You will become a valuable resource for other readers. When the information is at your fingertips, you can
provide important information to others who need help selecting a good book. 

You are probably not going to win a gold medal for reading anytime soon (though it’s not completely
impossible), but tracking what you read can still be very beneficial. Here’s why:

1.

2.

3.

4.

There is no requirement to track every book. Some feel it robs them of their enjoyment of reading. For others,
tracking is a great way to hold themselves accountable and preserve a record of what they have read. For
them, seeing a long list of completed books is a reward in itself. For anyone who thinks it might be fun to track
their books, we would like to help by providing you with your first tracker. You can find it at
myhuntsvillelibrary.com. The bottom of the tracker has four tabs that allow you to change the color of your
reading tracker. And by the way, did you know you can also review books for the library?!
Just go to huntsville.biblionix.com. In the catalog, you can review any book you've read. 



SPECIAL THANKS

SUMMER READING
PATRON REVIEWS

We Were Liars by E. Lockhart

Hannah said "The ending made me
think. It was an interesting read. "

If I Ran the School by Bruce Lansky

Brant's parent said "He liked it. It was
funny; he liked the rhyming. "

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli

Stella said "The book is funny,
enjoyable, and exciting."

Juneteenth for Mazie by Floyd Cooper

Avah said "A great educational book" 

The House in the Cerulean Sea

JULY BOOK CLUBS
ADULT

Linus Baker is a by-the-book case worker
in the Department in Charge of Magical
Youth. He's tasked with determining
whether six dangerous magical children
are likely to bring about the end of the
world.

by TJ Klune

Thursday, July 13 from 11-12:30

TEEN

Thursday, July 13 from 11-12:30
Thursday, July 27 from 11-12:30
The Teen Book Club will focus on books
on the Huntsville Independent School
District Reading List. This group is open
for ages 11-18. A list of summer reading
books for every grade-level can be found
at the library.

We would like to recognize several community
members who have supported the library.

The Friends of the Library for graciously sponsoring our summer
reading program events.

The Walker County Genealogical Society for hosting a lineage
workshop for the community.

The Piney Woods Writers Group for judging our Picture Book
Competition. 

Pets with a Mission for hosting "Book a Dog."

The Huntsville Junior Audubon Society and Dr. Diane Neudorf for
teaching our patrons about birds. 

Jean Wunderlich for hosting "Plant Play."

Local children's book author Susan Count for sharing her experience
as a writer.

Our wonderful volunteers who come in weekly to help at the Library.   


